FORGIVE OUR SINS

On Shabbat add the words in brackets.

Our God and God of our ancestors, forgive and pardon our
sins [on this Sabbath day and} on this Day of Atonement,

Answer our prayers; blot out and remove our trans-
gressions from Your sight. Direct our impulses that we may
serve You, and humble our pride that we may return to You.

Renew our inner being so that we may observe Your
commandments, and open our hearts so thal we may love and
revere You; as it is writlen in Your Torah: “The Lord your
God will open your heart and the heart of your children, so
that you will love the Lord with all your heart and with all
your soul, that you may live.”

You are aware of our sins, whether committed consciously or
unconsciously, willingly or unwillingly, in public or in pri-
vate; they are all clearly known to You.

What are we? What is the value of our lives? What
substance is there to our kindness, our righteousness, our
helpfulness, our strength, our courage? What can we say
before You, Lord our God and God of our ancestors?

Before You, the mighty are as nothing, the famous as if
they had never been; the wise are without wisdom, the clever
without reason. For most of their deeds are worthless, and
their days are like a breath.

Measured against Your perfection, our preéminence
over the beast is negligible, for we all are so trivial.

May it be Your will, Lord our God and God of our ancestors,
to forgive all our sins, to pardon all our iniquities, and to
grant us atonement for all our transgressions,

[517] MORNING SERVICE / YOM KIPPUR




